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Charles Hamilton Houston was a brilliant lawyer and civil rights advocate
who played a pivotal role in the fight for racial equality in the United States.
Born in 1895, Houston graduated from Harvard Law School in 1922 and
went on to become a prominent figure in the NAACP.

Houston's work was instrumental in the success of the civil rights
movement. He argued several landmark cases before the Supreme Court,
including the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education, which
declared school segregation unconstitutional. Houston's work helped to
pave the way for the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

Early Life and Education

Charles Hamilton Houston was born on September 3, 1895, in Washington,
D.C. His father, William LeRoy Houston, was a lawyer and diplomat, and
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his mother, Mary Gibson Houston, was a schoolteacher. Houston grew up
in a privileged environment, but he was also exposed to the racism that
was prevalent in American society at the time.

Houston attended Amherst College and Harvard Law School. He was a
brilliant student, and he graduated from Harvard Law School in 1922 with
honors. After graduating from law school, Houston returned to Washington,
D.C., and began practicing law.

Career as a Civil Rights Advocate

Houston quickly became involved in the civil rights movement. In 1925, he
joined the NAACP, and he soon became one of the organization's leading
lawyers. Houston argued several landmark cases before the Supreme
Court, including the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education.

Brown v. Board of Education was a class action lawsuit that challenged the
constitutionality of school segregation. The case was argued before the
Supreme Court in 1954, and the Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs. The
decision in Brown v. Board of Education was a major victory for the civil
rights movement, and it helped to pave the way for the desegregation of
schools in the United States.

Houston continued to work for civil rights until his death in 1950. He was a
brilliant lawyer and a passionate advocate for justice. His work helped to
make the United States a more just and equitable society.

Legacy

Charles Hamilton Houston's legacy is immense. He was a pioneer in the
civil rights movement, and his work helped to make the United States a



more just and equitable society. Houston's work continues to inspire civil
rights activists today.

In 1971, the Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice was
founded at Harvard Law School. The institute is dedicated to promoting
racial justice and equality through legal scholarship, advocacy, and
education.

Charles Hamilton Houston was a true American hero. His work helped to
make the United States a more just and equitable society, and his legacy
will continue to inspire generations to come.
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