
Creating Romantic Characters: Clothing and
Costumes
As a writer of historical fiction, you want your characters to be believable
and your settings to be authentic. One of the best ways to achieve this is
through the use of clothing and costumes.
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Clothing and costumes can tell us a lot about a character's personality,
social status, and occupation. They can also help to create a sense of time
and place.

In this article, we will discuss the importance of clothing and costumes in
historical fiction. We will also provide some tips on how to create authentic
and visually stunning clothing and costumes for your characters.

The Importance of Clothing and Costumes

Clothing and costumes are an essential part of historical fiction. They can
help to:
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Create believable characters

Establish a sense of time and place

Convey a character's personality and social status

Create a visually stunning scene

When creating clothing and costumes for your characters, it is important to
keep the following in mind:

The time period in which your story is set

The social status and occupation of your characters

The climate and geography of your setting

The personality of your characters

By taking these factors into account, you can create clothing and costumes
that are both authentic and visually appealing.

Creating Authentic Clothing and Costumes

There are a number of resources available to help you create authentic
clothing and costumes for your characters.

Books and articles about historical clothing

Museums and historical societies

Online resources such as The Costume Society of America and The
American Society for Theatre Research



When using these resources, it is important to keep in mind that clothing
and costumes can vary greatly depending on the time period, social status,
and occupation of the wearer.

For example, the clothing worn by a wealthy merchant in the 18th century
would be very different from the clothing worn by a peasant farmer.

It is also important to consider the climate and geography of your setting
when creating clothing and costumes.

For example, the clothing worn by people living in a cold climate would be
much more elaborate than the clothing worn by people living in a warm
climate.

Visually Stunning Clothing and Costumes

In addition to being authentic, the clothing and costumes in your historical
fiction should also be visually stunning.

After all, you want your readers to be able to imagine your characters and
their world as vividly as possible.

There are a number of ways to create visually stunning clothing and
costumes.

Use rich fabrics and colors

Add embellishments such as lace, embroidery, and jewelry

Consider the silhouette of the clothing

Accessorize with hats, scarves, and gloves



By using these techniques, you can create clothing and costumes that are
both authentic and visually appealing.

Clothing and costumes are an essential part of historical fiction. They can
help to create believable characters, establish a sense of time and place,
convey a character's personality and social status, and create a visually
stunning scene.

By following the tips in this article, you can create clothing and costumes
that will help your readers to immerse themselves in your story.
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