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Jumbo was the largest elephant in history. He stood over 13 feet tall and
weighed over 15,000 pounds. He was born in Africa in 1860 and brought to
the United States in 1882 by P.T. Barnum. Jumbo became a sensation,
touring the country with Barnum's circus and captivating audiences
everywhere he went.

But Jumbo's life was not without its challenges. He was often mistreated by
his handlers and suffered from loneliness and homesickness. In 1885, he
was tragically killed by a train while performing in St. Thomas, Ontario.
Jumbo's death sent shockwaves throughout the world and sparked a public
outcry for the protection of elephants.

Despite his tragic end, Jumbo's legacy lives on. He is remembered as a
gentle giant who brought joy to millions of people. His story is a reminder of
the importance of animal welfare and the need to protect these magnificent
creatures.

Jumbo's Early Life

Jumbo was born in the Sudan in 1860. He was captured as a calf and
brought to Egypt, where he was sold to a French animal dealer. The dealer
then sold Jumbo to P.T. Barnum, who brought him to the United States in
1882.

Jumbo quickly became a star attraction for Barnum's circus. He was the
largest elephant in the world and he had a gentle and playful nature.
Audiences loved watching him perform and he quickly became one of the
most popular animals in the circus.

Jumbo's Travels



Jumbo toured the United States with Barnum's circus for several years. He
also traveled to Europe and Canada. Jumbo was a huge hit wherever he
went and he helped to make Barnum's circus one of the most successful in
the world.

In 1885, Jumbo was sold to the London Zoological Society. He was a
popular attraction at the zoo and he quickly became a favorite of the British
public.

Jumbo's Death

On September 15, 1885, Jumbo was killed by a train while performing in St.
Thomas, Ontario. The train engineer had not seen Jumbo in the darkness
and the train struck him at full speed.

Jumbo's death was a tragic loss for the world. He was a beloved animal
who had brought joy to millions of people. His death sparked a public
outcry for the protection of elephants and it led to the passage of several
laws to protect these animals.

Jumbo's Legacy

Jumbo's legacy lives on today. He is remembered as a gentle giant who
brought joy to millions of people. His story is a reminder of the importance
of animal welfare and the need to protect these magnificent creatures.

There are several memorials to Jumbo around the world. There is a statue
of him in London's Regent's Park and another in St. Thomas, Ontario.
There is also a Jumbo Memorial Fountain in Brooklyn, New York.



Jumbo's memory is also kept alive through the work of the Jumbo Wildlife
Fund. The fund was established in 1992 to protect elephants and other
endangered animals.

Jumbo was a remarkable elephant who lived a life of adventure and
wonder. He brought joy to millions of people and his legacy lives on today.
Jumbo's story is a reminder of the importance of animal welfare and the
need to protect these magnificent creatures.
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