
Unlock the Secrets of Scientific Self Defence:
A Comprehensive Guide to Fairbairn's
Legendary System
In the realm of self-defence and martial arts, the name W.E. Fairbairn
stands as a towering figure. A pioneer in the field of unarmed combat,
Fairbairn's Scientific Self Defence system has gained worldwide
recognition for its effectiveness and practicality. This article delves into the
depths of Fairbairn's legendary system, exploring its history, principles,
techniques, and applications. Whether you're a seasoned martial artist
seeking to expand your knowledge or an individual seeking a
comprehensive understanding of self-defence, this guide will provide
valuable insights and equip you with essential skills for protecting yourself.

Historical Origins

W.E. Fairbairn, a British police officer and military instructor, developed
Scientific Self Defence in the early 20th century. Drawing inspiration from
his extensive experience in hand-to-hand combat during World War I and
his study of various martial arts, Fairbairn sought to create a system that
was both practical and efficient. His system was initially adopted by the
Shanghai Municipal Police, where he served as Chief Instructor, and later
became the official self-defence system of the British and American armed
forces during World War II.
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W.E. Fairbairn, the founder of Scientific Self Defence

Principles of Scientific Self Defence

The foundation of Scientific Self Defence lies in a set of core principles that
guide its practice:

Simplicity and Efficiency: The system emphasizes simple, yet
effective techniques that can be easily learned and applied under
pressure.

Biomechanics and Body Mechanics: Fairbairn recognized the
importance of understanding the human body's biomechanics and
using natural movements to generate power and control.

Adaptability and Flexibility: Scientific Self Defence is not a rigid set
of techniques, but rather a flexible system that can be adapted to
different situations and individual abilities.

Progressive Resistance: Training involves gradually increasing the
level of resistance to develop strength, endurance, and reaction time.

Realistic Training: Fairbairn believed in training under realistic
conditions to prepare for real-world scenarios.

Techniques and Applications

Scientific Self Defence encompasses a comprehensive range of
techniques, including:

Strikes: Punches, kicks, and elbows are used to neutralize an
attacker.



Grappling: Joint locks, throws, and takedowns are employed to
control and subdue an opponent.

Escapes and Counters: Techniques to escape holds, chokes, and
other attacks.

Weapon Defenses: Methods to defend against knives, firearms, and
other weapons.

Multiple Attacker Drills: Training scenarios that prepare individuals
for defending against multiple attackers.

Scientific Self Defence training session

Benefits of Scientific Self Defence
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Practicing Scientific Self Defence offers numerous benefits, including:

Enhanced Self-Confidence: Learning to defend yourself can boost
your confidence and self-esteem.

Improved Physical Fitness: Training involves cardiovascular
exercise, strength training, and flexibility exercises.

Stress Reduction: The physical and mental challenges of training can
help reduce stress levels.

Self-Discipline and Focus: Practicing Scientific Self Defence requires
concentration, discipline, and a commitment to self-improvement.

Real-World Preparedness: The techniques and principles of
Scientific Self Defence are designed to be effective in real-world self-
defence situations.

Scientific Self Defence, developed by the legendary W.E. Fairbairn, is a
comprehensive and effective system of self-defence that has stood the test
of time. Its principles of simplicity, efficiency, and adaptability, combined
with its wide range of techniques and applications, make it a valuable asset
for anyone seeking to protect themselves or enhance their physical and
mental well-being. By embracing the principles and techniques of Scientific
Self Defence, you will gain not only the ability to defend yourself but also a
newfound confidence, physical fitness, and self-discipline.

Call to Action

If you're interested in learning more about Scientific Self Defence, there are
numerous resources available. You can find books, DVDs, and online
courses by W.E. Fairbairn and his students. Additionally, there are certified



instructors worldwide who offer classes and workshops in Scientific Self
Defence. Take the first step towards empowering yourself with this
legendary system and unlock the secrets of effective self-defence.
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